
     

SOFA Wins Big Victory in Major Court Battle 
State Court Invalidates Controversial Mountain Subdivision. 
 
SUPERVISORS FOUND TO BE IN VIOLATION OF 
COUNTY GENERAL PLAN, THE CALIFORNIA 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA), AND 
FIRE SAFETY 

 
Justice Prevails 
     Years of hard work by the Save Our Forest Association 
paid off on October 27, when the state’s Fourth District 
Appeals Court ruled that the County of San Bernardino 
violated state law in approving a controversial Lake 
Arrowhead subdivision in 2005. 
     It is widely recognized as a major victory for greater 
accountability in local government, especially for 
mountain quality-of-life issues, fire safety, and forest 
integrity. 
     The County General Plan was judged to be 
“unambiguous” in requiring a primary evacuation route to 
be completed before any projects could be approved in 
this especially fire-prone area. 
     The County further violated its own development code 
as well as state environmental law by failing to identify an 
adequate water source for the project.   

Scenic Blue Ridge Hill, site of the proposed Hawarden 
development project --viewed from Highway 18 above Santa’s 
Village, where snow-flocked trees appear in the foreground  
 
 

 
     An inaccurate analysis of biological impacts was also 
cited, prompting the court to invalidate the project's 
unsubstantiated claim that the area was mostly unsuitable 
habitat for the Southern Rubber Boa.  In fact, five 
specimens were found on the property. 
 

 
Southern Rubber Boa --a rare 
small snake found only in the 
SBNF.  Although the Hawarden 
developer knew in advance his 
project overlaid a prime habitat 
area for boas (and 5 specimens 
were discovered on site), the 
EIR used bogus analysis to 

claim the site was largely unsuitable for the species. The deceptive 
tactic was overthrown by the court. 
 
Cause for Cheering 
    “The decision is a victory for grassroots democracy, 
greater public participation and the need for more 
responsible planning in our local fire-prone mountains,” 
said Dr. Hugh Bialecki, president of SOFA.  
     “The public has every right to expect County officials 
to ensure basic evacuation capacity in mountain 
communities,” said Steve Farrell, vice-chair of the Sierra 
Club Mountains Group, a partner in the lawsuit. 
    “After three huge fires in the mountains in four years”, 
said Drew Feldmann, president of the San Bernardino 
Valley Audubon Society (another partner), “hopefully the 
Supervisors will now recognize that public safety must 
take precedence over development.”        - Continued page 3 
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President’s Message 
 

he Holiday Season is now upon us, and looking down into the Inland Empire from our perch in the 
San Bernardino Mountains we are truly thankful to be spared, at this time, from the tragedy of fire 
that is sweeping Southern California.  Just over a year ago we were evacuated as wildland fires 
raced through the National Forest areas of Green Valley Lake, Running Springs and Lake 

Arrowhead, destroying over 400 homes and businesses.  Many of our friends and neighbors are still recovering 
from those overwhelming events, with assistance from local organizations such as Rebuilding Hearts & Lives 
and Operation Provider. 
 

SOFA Board members (and representatives from the Sierra 
Club, Audubon Society and Friends of Fawnskin) have met 
with Mountaintop District Ranger Kurt Winchester, and 
separately with our Forest Supervisor Jean Wade Evans, to 
review pressing issues on controversial special use permits, 
growth inducing infrastructure proposed on public lands, off-
road vehicle abuses, fuel reduction projects, proposed land 
exchanges in the Big Bear Valley, and future land acquisition 
in the National Forest.  Both District Ranger Winchester and 
Forest Supervisor Evans were highly receptive to ongoing 
regular meetings to share information and accomplish mutual 
goals. 
 
We are particularly thankful for the coalition of SOFA, the 
Sierra Club, Audubon Society and the Center for Biological 
Diversity working with Doug Carstens of Chatten-Brown & 
Carstens (a tremendous environmental law firm) that led to 
the momentous ruling by the State of California 4th Appellate 
Court on October 27, 2008, that has stopped the 
Hawarden/Blue Ridge subdivision project from going 
forward (see article on front page).  Peter Jorris and Steve 
Farrell were instrumental in providing critical data and 
analysis to Doug Carstens, lead attorney, as the case 
developed over the last several years.  This victory will 
establish judicial precedence in the state of California for 
other communities opposing inappropriate development. 
 
We all know the mantra “Think globally and act locally,” 
which means each one of us can truly make a difference in 
our surroundings.  Save Our Forest Association is an 
excellent example of the positive influence ordinary citizens 
can have in our local mountains.  Your financial support 
makes the difference in this continued success.  None of the 
directors or volunteers for the nonprofit organization receives 

compensation for their heroic efforts, despite dramatic accomplishments over the past 20 years. 
 
We realize the difficulties that many of our supporters are facing in the current economic conditions.  Your 
donations, in any amount, help us maintain that “thin green line” of environmental sanity as we continue to work 
with local, county, state and federal representatives on your behalf.  We encourage your feedback and welcome 
anyone who would like to become more actively involved.   

Thank you for your support in 2008 !!!   
 

Hugh A. Bialecki, DMD 
President, Save Our Forest Association  
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-- Continued from page 1 
 
Negligent County Planning at Fault 
       The subdivision project, known as Blue Ridge 
Estates or Hawarden Development, was planned for a 
steep slope near Cedar Glen, an area considered 
hazardous for wildfire, which largely burned in the 
catastrophic Old Fire of 2003. 
     The Hawarden Project was the first significant 
mountain development proposal to follow after the 
devastating Old Fire.  By ignoring key public safety 
guidelines as well as critical open space policies and 
water shortages, the project aroused profound 
controversy. 
     “The public fully expected the Board of Supervisors 
to be particularly strict in implementing vital safety and  
open space policies, after such an alarming wildfire 
when 80,000 people were evacuated (that’s the entire 
mountain population),” said Dr. Bialecki. “Instead, we 
were shocked by the stubborn disregard for sensible 
planning.” 
       A 2005 editorial by the San Bernardino Sun about 
the supervisor’s approval concluded: “It is decisions like 
these, that seem to ignore and even thumb their noses at 
such common-sense objections by residents, that make 
people question whether their elected officials are really 
working for them.” 
 
Supervisors’ Misconduct Reprimanded 
      “The state court’s decision is a strong endorsement 
for responsible planning rather than cutting corners for 
developers,” said Dr. Bialecki.  “We provided the county 
with elaborate details pointing out major flaws in the 
development project--only to be ignored.” 

Hay bales at entrance of the Hawarden project site express the anti-
SOFA sentiment of the developer, who was not appreciative of having 
his illegal practices exposed for public censure by neighbors and 
watchdog organizations. 
 
     One terrible example of corner-cutting was the fire 
department bending to developer pressure and re-
classifying the site as “Level 2” (intended for flat land) 
despite the obvious steep slopes that mandate an 
“Extreme Fire Hazard Level.”                         
      

 
     The court strongly upheld the importance of an 
accurate and honest Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 
as part of state environmental law. The careless 
Hawarden EIR was overturned due to its invalid and 
deceptive analysis, which devalued critical wildlife 
habitat and ignored the lack of a reliable water supply. 
       Although these problems were pointed out by 
SOFA, the county politicians dismissed them, betting 
that ordinary citizens would not have the fortitude, time, 
or money to challenge this abuse of power. 
     The court’s decision will now force elected officials 
to be more conscientious in the future. 

This bulldozer is waiting to demolish a beautiful mountain slope (like 
the one in the background).  It could be scenic Blue Ridge hill in 
Skyforest or Strawberry Peak, or the site of the Royal Rangers’ 
project.  Each of these projects is now being fought off by SOFA. 
 
 
Hope for the Future 
      “This ruling underscores the importance of overall 
proper planning for fire safety,” said attorney Douglas 
Carstens. 
    “The County General Plan has numerous interlocking 
policies that work together to achieve greater safety of 
residents and firefighters by restricting subdivisions in 
fire-prone wildland/urban intermix zones and ensuring 
there is adequate emergency access.” 
       What is needed is elected officials who will actually 
follow the existing policies. 
       Open space policies for wildlife corridors and 
critical habitat help to lessen urban density in national 
forest wildlands and reduce fire danger at the same time 
as they protect forest integrity and quality of life.   
       The time has come for the County to respect these 
fundamental and mandatory policies.  In light of recent 
extreme fires, the County would do well to re-establish 
the full measure of proper enforcement.  
       The decisive court ruling--along with continued 
vigilance by SOFA--gives hope that safer and more 
sensible mountain planning can finally be counted on for 
the future. 
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Important Membership Notice 
Send your annual membership NOW and continue your support. The Save Our Forest Association is your 

organization.  To remain successful, SOFA must be ever vigilant in protecting the mountain quality of life.  SOFA's 
success is directly related to your ongoing support.  Your participation counts.  Whether it is your dues, your time, your 
networking or a combination of all these efforts, you do make a difference for today, for the future of the mountain 
environment, and for future generations.  

Please take the time right now to complete the renewal form below and return it along with your membership 
contribution.  The future of this fragile forest environment depends on your commitment.   THANK YOU.  We hope to 
see you soon.  

RENEWAL 
Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone or Fax: _________________________________________________________________ 

Area of expertise or interest: _____________________________________________________  
 

Contribution:         $25 - Basic            $100 - Sustaining         $1000 - Guardian 
(Check One)         $50 - General         $500 - Benefactor    $ _____ Other  
 
All donations of $25 or more receive a “MAY THE FOREST BE WITH YOU" bumper sticker.  All donations of $100 or 
more receive a SOFA T-Shirt.    
Please circle T-Shirt Size:  Small, Medium, Large, X-Large  

Please make check payable to SOFA and mail to:  Save Our Forest Association, Inc.  
P.O. Box 126, Rim Forest, CA 92378  

SOFA is a 5Ol (c) (3) non-profit organization.  All contributions are tax deductible. 

 

 
MOUNTAIN MAJESTY 
 
     Our local mountain environment of forests, lakes and 
streams is an exceptional treasure found in Southern 
California--an outstanding place to enjoy renewal, uplift, 
adventure and inspiration.  It is a rare sanctuary of 
beauty and revitalization, a refuge from the common 
everyday world. 

SOFA’s credo is:  Let’s celebrate these higher values 
and protect the unique qualities of this irreplaceable 
treasure. 

Many people who come to enjoy the forest cannot 
understand why such a beautiful place is constantly 
being threatened by destructive schemes.  They wonder, 
“Why doesn’t anybody do something about it?” 
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     Fortunately there is a dedicated group of volunteers 
called SOFA that has made a tremendous difference 
during the past 20 years.  Because of this quiet, behind-
the-scenes work, our majestic mountains and dynamic 
forest environment is a far, far better place than it would 
otherwise have been. 
 



COLLAPSE of the EAGLE RIDGE 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
 
    Last winter the California Water Quality Control 
Board filed civil liability action against the Eagle Ridge 
development project in Lake Arrowhead for violating 
erosion control standards and state-issued Cleanup and 
Abatement Orders. 
     The Save Our Forest Association and the Lake 
Arrowhead Country Club had provided photo 
documentation of multiple storm water runoff 
infractions, which contaminated Grass Valley Creek.   
     With the advent of the sub-prime mortgage meltdown 
and economic recession, the Eagle Ridge construction 
crews removed their trailers and disappeared. 
     County documents indicate the project is now in 
foreclosure.  Meanwhile dirt roads at the abandoned site 
remain unstablized as a new winter season looms, and 
storm water retention basins are still in need of major 
repair.   

Eroding roads on Eagle Ridge site. 
 
County Supervisors Share Blame 
     Once advertised as a “beautifully landscaped gated 
community,” the failed project has become a scar on the 
land with no reasonable plan for the future. 
     We can “thank” our County Board of Supervisors for 
enabling this failure, contrary to the overwhelming 
wishes of the community.  Calls to outgoing Supervisor 
Dennis Hansberger’s office (909-387-4855) might help 
identify possible solutions and what responsibility the 
County Planning and Building Departments have in 
resolving the matter. 
     As incoming Supervisor Neil Derry assumes 
responsibility for this part of the mountain, we can only 
hope he shows greater sensitivity to the community in 
opposing large, ill-advised projects that are so 
destructive to our fragile mountain infrastructure. 
 
A History of bad decisions 
     The project area, known as the Grass Valley/Blue Jay 
parcel, was originally public land before the Forest  
 
 

Storm run off from Eagle Ridge site onto Grass Valley Road. 
Grass Valley Creek was also impacted by the run off. 
 
Service traded it away in 1987.  It has been the center of 
controversy ever since. 
      In 1991 a subdivision of over 200 units was 
proposed, but SOFA’s resistance kept it at bay until 
1999, when developer Rob Roy convinced the Board of 
Supervisors to support the project, despite 
unprecedented community-wide opposition.  The County 
chose to ignore deficiencies in aesthetics, biology, 
geology, and traffic. 
     Court challenges stalled the poorly designed project 
until 2007, when major logging and bulldozing 
operations began, causing illegal clouds of dust (due to 
insufficient use of water tankers in controlling 
windblown erosion). 
      Complaints and photos sent to the County Planning 
Department were ignored.  As no site preparation for 
erosion control was implemented, there was massive 
storm runoff and damage to unprotected hillsides when 
the first rains occurred, causing mudflows across Grass 
Valley Road and contamination of Grass Valley Lake. 
     A 20-foot concrete block crib wall and chain link 
fence at the entrance now leave the impression of an 
abandoned prison yard, a monument to ill-advised 
county planning. 

Abandoned 20-foot crib wall scars Grass Valley landscape 
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