
     

Royal Rangers Defy the Rules 
 

he proposed Royal Rangers Adventure Camp 
poses serious problems for the mountain area, a 
concern that has been festering for over eight 

years now.  Save Our Forest Association is part of a coa-
lition of community groups actively opposing this over-
sized project. 
 
  There are seven major reasons to reject the project: 

1. It is not downsized as promised, 
2. It does not comply with county guidelines, 
3. It worsens fire hazard and evacuation danger, 
4. It creates an unnecessary traffic signal on High-
way 18, 
5. It likely increases local taxes without benefiting 
the community, 
6. The environmental report for the project is badly 
flawed and misleading, 
7. There already are four established camps in the 
immediate area. 

 
 All these significant problems have been docu-
mented in a 50-page report about the adverse impacts to 
the community, compiled by SOFA and participating 
coalition groups.  Copies will be sent to county govern-
ment officials and made available to the public. 

Mock-up of the proposed Royal Rangers Amphitheater seen from 
Bayless Park. 

 

Map of proposed Royal Rangers Camp showing location of left turn 
lanes to be added to a dangerous, blind-curve road. 
 
 
Time to Say “NO” 
 From the very start the Royal Rangers have behaved 
more like invaders than responsible members of the 
community.  They want the county to capitulate to their 
excessive demands without being accountable for basic 
planning safeguards and public safety.  They want the 
county to ignore the rights of local mountain residents. 
 Such a project would be a terrible precedent for the 
future of our mountain area and its unique quality of life. 
 The county has been bending over backwards to ac-
commodate this project.  In April 2006 the Royal  
Rangers were given 75 days by the Board of Supervisors 
to downsize the project to serve 350 occupants.  Now 
three-and-a-half years later, the project is still large 
enough for 650 to 1000 campers. 
   The time has come to pull the plug.  Please sign the 
neighborhood petitions against this project and the traf-
fic signal.  It also helps to write or e-mail Supervisors 
Neil Derry and Paul Biane stating your opposition. Their 
address is 385 N. Arrowhead Ave., 5th floor, San Ber-
nardino, CA 92415-0110.  
SupervisorBiane@sbcounty.gov,  
SupervisorDerry@sbcounty.gov. 
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Eagle Ridge Estates Update 
 

ne year ago today I was reading a letter from 
Scott C. Ferguson, Chief, Enforcement and 
Special Projects Unit, Lahontan Regional Wa-

ter Quality Control Board, about the Eagle Ridge pro-
ject on Grass Valley Road in Lake Arrowhead.  Devel-
oper Rob Roy had defaulted, causing First Centennial 
Bank to take over the loan.  “Winterizing” the site be-
came the first priority because of the unpaved roads, 
slopes and soil stockpiles all subject to erosion.  Run-
off across and under Grass Valley Road and into Grass 
Valley Creek could contaminate the creek and Grass 
Valley Lake with construction effluent and sediment.  
Luckily, we got more snow than rain last winter and 
the erosion control measures that First Centennial (and 
three other banks) bankrolled to the tune of $600,000 
worked.   
    

Sign at entrance of the abandoned Eagle Ridge site. Graffiti 
painted on the sign asks “Why?” 
 
     Fast-forward to today; the leaves are off the trees, 
and we have had two light rainstorms recently while 
the abandoned project’s visual blight increases.   The 
sand bags put in for erosion control are disintegrating 
and the fencing is giving way.  Unfortunately for us all, 
it is not a Chamber of Commerce photo opportunity. 
     First Centennial Bank of Redlands is now out of the 
picture, having failed because it funded too many simi-
larly risky loans.  Three other banks are now sharing 
the note, but what is the property’s current value in re-
lation to the 11 million dollar default?  And what is the 
County of San Bernardino doing about the abandoned 
state of the property?  A County Planning official re-
cently stated the project is “in limbo.”  With winter 
rapidly approaching, it is unclear whether last year’s  
 

Wall and disintegrating sand bags at Eagle Ridge site. 
 
erosion control is satisfactory or not.  SOFA has asked 
the Lahontan Board to physically inspect the site and 
enforce all required steps to stabilize it for the wet 
weather season ahead. 
     Acquisition of the site by a land trust, or a conserva-
tion-minded philanthropist or organization could pre-
serve the site for public use and enjoyment and even 
return the site to its 1980’s status as part of the San 
Bernardino National Forest.  
     --Hugh Bialeki 
 
 
 
FOREST CARE AND THE ARROW-
HEAD LAKE ASSOCIATION 
 

ometimes things happen in Lake Arrowhead 
that make one wonder what happened to com-
mon sense, good judgment and good will.  This 

is certainly how some new homeowners feel after pur-
chasing a house near the lake last summer. 
     During routine tree work near the house, it was de-
termined that there were also many trees on the prop-
erty that posed a fire hazard under the county hazard-
ous fuel abatement ordinance. Since Forest Care is here 
to help with ordinance compliance, Forest Care was 
recommended to the homeowner, who quickly signed 
up with this extraordinary cost share program. 
      A Forest Care professional forester then visited the 
property and marked a total of 38 trees for removal, 19 
of which were between the house and the lake. To this 
point, the owners seemed to be following common 
sense and were doing what is best to protect our pre-
cious forest environment and stay in compliance with 
the law. Unfortunately there was one unknown obsta-
cle. This was the “Reserve Strip” to which the Arrow-
head Lake Association (ALA) claims ownership, 
which in this case comes all the way up to the back of 
the house.                 --Continued on page 3 
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Important Membership Notice 
 
      SOFA encourages everyone to renew as a current member.   February is our annual membership renewal    
   month, so please send in your application and renew your membership today.  If you have received this newsletter but  
   are not a current member please consider re-joining SOFA to help us sustain the good fight – we need all the assistance  
   we can get to preserve the mountain environment for future generations.  

 
    PLEASE take the time right now to complete the renewal form below and return it along with your membership   
   contribution.  The future of this fragile forest environment depends on your commitment.   THANK YOU.  We hope 
   to see you soon.    –Dennis Walsh, Treasurer.  

RENEWAL 
Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone or Fax: _________________________________________________________________ 

Area of expertise or interest: _____________________________________________________  
 

Contribution:         $25 - Basic            $100 - Sustaining         $1000 - Guardian 
(Check One)         $50 - General         $500 - Benefactor    $ _____ Other  
 
All donations of $25 or more receive a “MAY THE FOREST BE WITH YOU" bumper sticker.  All donations of $100 or 
more receive a SOFA T-Shirt.    
Please circle T-Shirt Size:  Small, Medium, Large, X-Large  

Please make check payable to SOFA and mail to:  Save Our Forest Association, Inc.  
P.O. Box 126, Rim Forest, CA 92378  

SOFA is a 5Ol (c) (3) non-profit organization.  All contributions are tax deductible. 

 

 
FOREST CARE  (Continued from page 2) 
    Forest Care, using an official county property bound-
ary map that shows the property as an elongated rectan-
gle, and the homeowners, faithfully believing their prop-
erty would extend almost to the lake trail, made an un-
derstandable mistake in their assessment of the property 
lines.  So Forest Care and the owners were guilty of 
“removing trees without ALA authorization from the re-
serve strip.”  This offense can carry a really serious fine, 
which in this case could have amounted to $275,000.  
The fact that these trees had been determined to be a fire 
hazard under county code and by Forest Care made no 
difference. 
     After well over two months of discussion, this con-
flict culminated in a special ALA hearing where the fine 
was reduced to $2,500 plus an additional $1,350 for an 
official ALA property survey. This despite the fact that 
ALA benefited significantly from the property owner’s  

 
 
effort in removing the hazardous trees, because ALA is 
now in code compliance – at least on this small part of 
its “Reserve Strip”.   
     What are the lessons learned from this unfortunate se-
ries of events?  First, Forest Care should develop a 
strong memorandum of understanding with ALA, which 
should prevent such unnecessary confrontations. Sec-
ondly, ALA should become a team player with other or-
ganizations more knowledgeable in matters pertaining to 
trees and fire safety, and take advantage of these re-
sources. And thirdly, for homeowners the lesson is sim-
ple. Do not take anything for granted, even when it 
comes from Forest Care.  Forest Care’s cost-sharing 
program can work wonderfully, but if property bounda-
ries are not clearly defined, it can become very expen-
sive, as this example shows.      
           -Bernhard Voelkelt 
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Save Our Forest Association, Inc. 
“Preserving the Mountain Quality of Life” 
PO Box 126 
Rim Forest, CA  92378 
909-338-4930 
 

 

Join us in celebrating the Season! 

SOFA HOLIDAY PARTY 
 

Saturday, December 12th, 6:00 pm. 

                 At the Mountains Community Senior Center         
675 Grandview Road, Twin Peaks 

 
Potluck: Bring a favorite dish to share, SOFA will provide beverages 

 
There will be both a silent and live auction of great gifts for the holidays. 

Everyone will receive a free raffle ticket for a fantastic door prize. 
 

Live Christmas Music by Senara & Friends 
 

This is a wonderful opportunity to share holiday cheer  
and to find that perfect holiday gift. 

For more information call 
Hugh Bialecki at 337-0705 or 336-7504 
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